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Abstract

This research is a kind of quantitative method where the writer used
experimental. The experiment was held through pre-test and post-test by
written test. In this research the writer used total sampling, where all the
fourth grade students as population that consist of 19 students being as
sample in this research. The result of this research showed that the mean
score in pre-test was 28.16 and post-test was 63.58. It showed that the
mean score in post-test was higher than pre-test. It means that there was
significant improvement of the student knowledge in learning action verbs
by using Total Physical Response after giving treatment. The significant
was a proved by the data analysis of t-test (9.073) is higher than t-table
(2.100), it means that Hy is refused and Hs is accepted. The writer
concluded that Total Physical Response is affective in teaching action
verbs to EFL young learners at SDN 232 Inpres Dulang and the students
were more attention to the teacher’s explanation than teaching action
verbs without Total Physical Response.
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Teaching Action Verb Through TPR Method to
EFL Young Leraners at SND 232 Inpres Dulang

Introduction

In English language, children will certainly experience many difficulties, both from their environment and
culture, as well as from the child's own personality. Children who are born and raised in Indonesia with the
background of their original parents, make English as a foreign language for them. Unlike most other children
in several countries, Malaysia and Singapore for example. Where there English is not a foreign language for
them, because it is the language they must use. In contrast to Indonesia in general, we know that Indonesia
consists of various languages. Thus, English is one of the most important foreign languages to learn from the
age of children

Elementary level is very necessary of learning English because learning English from the beginning makes
students can more easily learn it at the next level of school. Ur (1996: 296) states that children learn language
better than adult learners. As biological age of students in elementary school is the right time to learn a foreign
language, thus learning foreign languages in schools should be started early perhaps because it is easier to
attract children's attention and interest than it is adults. Curtin and Pesola (1994) states, children will learn
foreign languages well if the learning process occurs in a communicative and meaningful context for them. For
children this context includes social, cultural situations, games, songs, fairy tales, and experiences of arts,
crafts, and sports.

Umiyati (2011) states that teaching English as a foreign language is not as easy as teaching mother tongue,
because students will inevitably face many obstacles and also the context of English is not a domestic
language or is not the basic language in Indonesia, therefore foreign languages are mentioned in the TEFL
material. In language teaching, teacher will find many teaching approaches, methods and techniques that can
assist in the teaching and learning process. Teachers will always try their best to achieve learning goals
through methods, models, or language teaching techniques by improving their teaching methods in every
teaching and learning process.

Teaching English as a foreign language to young learners should be fun, interactive and exciting. Children
really like movement, direction, and play. They will also feel happy and greatly assisted by having a teacher as
a model and direct demonstration. That way, using TPR as a teaching learning method not only makes
students happy but also makes them attractive in learning, so they can further develop their thinking. That's
way English will be tough with an appropriate method.

Richards and Rodger (2001 : 73) defines, Total Physical Response (TPR) as a language teaching method built
around the coordination of speech and action, it attempts to teach language through physical (motor) activity.
So, TPR is a method of language learning that arranged by command coordination, speech, and action, try to
teach language by physical activities (motor activities) and allows students to learn new English vocabulary by
listening to and demonstrating oral commands.
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Method

In this research the writer used quantitative method where the writer used experimental. The experiment was
held through pre-test and post-test by written test. In this research the writer used total sampling, where all the
fourth grade students as population that consist of 19 students being as sample in this research.

Results and Discussion

There was thirty items that used to test student. It was consisted of 20 items multiple choose and 10
items essay (guessing word). Before giving the treatment, there was not student who got = 60 score. It
means that before giving a treatment, there was not students who passed the completeness criteria. Student
only got 0-40 score, where most of them got poor score (73,7%) .Based on the classification, it can be
concluded that the students had less action verbs mastery before the treatment. After giving treatment, out of
19 students, there was fifteen students who got = 60 score. It means that there was 78,9% students’ passed
the completeness criteria. Based on the classification, it can be concluded that the students had significant
improvement in action verbs.

In pre-test most of students got poor score, where there was fourteen students who got score from range 20-
39 (73,3%) and five students who got score < 40 ( 26,3%). It means that before giving a treatment there was
not student who passed the completeness criteria (KKM = 60) and it can be concluded that the students had
less action verbs mastery. In post-test, most of students got good and very good score, where there was
fifteen students who got = 60 score (78,9%) that means students passed the completeness criteria (KKM).

Paired Samples Statistics

Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Pair  pre-test 28.16 19 7.869 1.805
1 post-test 63.58 19 18.234 4183
Paired Differences t df  Sig.
Mean Std. Std. 95% Confidence Interval (2-
Deviation Error of the Difference tailed)
Mean Lower Upper
Pair pre-test -
17.017 3.904 -43.623 -27.219 18 .000
1 post-test  35.421 9.073

Table above show that the mean score of pre-test and post-test is -35.421, it show the difference value
between mean score of pre-test and mean score of post test ( 28.16 — 63.58 = -35.421) and it was the
difference value between -43.623 until -27.219 (95% Confidence Interval of the Difference Lower and Upper).
For statistics significance a = 0,05 with degrees of freedom (df) = 18, it was found that t-table = 2.100. The
table above shows that t-test = -9.073. It can be negative because the mean score of pre-test was lower than
mean score of post-test. In this case t-test can be mean positive, thus t-test = 9.073. Because of t-test > t-
table, it can be conclude that there was significance difference between pre-test and post-test, and it means
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that there was a effect on used TPR method in teaching action verbs to fourth grade students of SDN 232
Inpres Dulang, academic year 2021/2022.

Conclusion

The mean pre-test score was 28.16, and the mean post-test score was 63.58, according to the findings of this
study. It was discovered that the mean post-test score was greater than the pre-test score. It signifies that
employing Total Physical Response following therapy resulted in a considerable increase in the student's
understanding of action verbs. The significance was shown by the data analysis of the t-test (9.073), which
was greater than the t-table (2.100), indicating that HO was rejected and H1 was approved. The writer
concluded that Total Physical Response is affective in teaching action verbs to EFL young learners at SDN
232 Inpres Dulang
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